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indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: .stages. Similar work can be done in the simpler acts of the religious life,
as, for example, the making of a meditation, a self-examination, etc. The result of our present prevailing
system, which proceeds on the supposition that the aim of religious instruction is the acquisition of knowledge
rather than the development of the spiritual life, is to leave with the child the impression that the religious facts
of life are things to be learned by rote, speculated about, discussed in an academic fashion, but that they have
no bearing on the life of a man, that they are not to be lived, but simply thought. It is like beginning a child s
education in the schools with a theory of knowledge starting from a definition of the transcendental Ego. The
real method of procedure, I am convinced, is from the primary religious activities of the child to higher and
better organized and developed activities, bringing in one by one the analyses and definitions of the various
elements involved in the activities, and determining the concepts which enter in only vaguely at first, but which
little by little may be defined and diJerentiated from the general concept involved in the religious impulses. Men
who are early bathed in the Dead Sea of moral platitudes, say Hegel, come out of it invulnerable like Achilles,
but with the human force washed out of them in the process. I am not altogether sure that the same remark
could not...
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