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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1835 edition. Excerpt: .were sentenced, and the absence of those facilities for cheap
and expeditious travelling to other states, which now enable the felon, on his liberation, to pursuei his career
where he is unknown. It should also be observed that the reconvictions recorded at an American penitentiary,
do not include the recommitment of its discharged prisoners to any other prison, even where such facts are
known. Unless, therefore, the prisoner returns to the identical prison from which he was discharged, it is
assumed that he has abstained from crime, although the case may be that, within a week of his liberation, he
was committed to the penitentiary of a neighbouring state, no inquiry on that head being instituted. Under
these circumstances, nothing can be more calculated to mislead, than such a test of the eEects of
imprisonment. The Legislature has placed the general supervision of the penitentiaries, in the hands of a certain
number of inspectors. Their powers, which, however, are more nominal than real, diEer in the several States,
and are defined in the descriptions given of the several penitentiaries in the Appendix. The keeper or agent has
nothing whatever to do with the management of finance accounts. The clerk on whom these du/ties devolve, is
appointed by the Governor of the State or the inspectors, and is entirely independent of the agent. The food
supplied to the convicts is generally excellent in quality, and the allowance ample. As the prisoners are
committed for long...
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