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they should reach the hands of a Roman Catholic child. But not the least strange part of this curious lit tie
history is the contrivance by which the religious books were eventually gotten rid of. The task was one of no
ordinary difficulty; the books had been compiled, and recommended by the National Board itself, for general
mixed education. They were well received and popular among the Roman Catholic laity, the inferior clergy, and
even among the nuns. Parental authority plainly could not be evoked to effect their expulsion; and the Court of
Rome did not consider it desirable that priestly authority should be brought too prominently to the task; it was
reserved for the National Board itself to become the instrument of its own stultification. For this purpose a
seemingly harmless paragraph was suggested by...
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