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Createspace. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 234 pages.
Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.5in.An excerpt from Shorthand and Typing, Vol. I: THE first man in England who
invented marks to represent words was Timothy Bright, M. D. , who published in the reign of Elizabeth, in the
year 1588, a treatise called Characterie, an arte of shorte, swiEe and secrete writing by character. Invented by
Timothe Bright, Doctor of Phisike. Imprinted at London by I. Windet, the assigne of Tim. Bright, 1588. Cum
privilegio Regise Majestatis. Forbidding all other to print the same. Mr. Angel, in his work on Shorthand (1759),
to which reference will be made more in detail in jts chronological order, says: I have indeed an English
manuscript, dated 1331, but from the language, spelling and letters I cannot think it of that antiquity, and
therefore shall not dispute Mr. Brights claim to his being the first publisher of Shorthand in English. The book is
dedicated to the Queen To the most high and mighty Prince Elizabeth. He says: Cicero did account it worthy his
labour, and no less profitable to the Roman Commonweale, to invent a speedy kind of writing by character. He
quotes Plutarch, and adds that this invention was increased aEerwards by Seneca, and that the number of
characters grew to seven thousand. There are few characters, short and easy, Every Character Answering A
Word. It appears there was no alphabet. There are, it is true, certain marks for the letters, but they are
incapable of being joined. They are on the principle of the secret writing which was so common at that period,
purely arbitrary. The letter A was a vertical stroke ( ). By adding various marks in diIerent positions the letter A
represented 12 words,...
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