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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Igneous Rocks and Their Origin This book gives the
substance of a course of lectures prepared for students in Harvard University and in the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. Its writing was begun at the Institute and finished at the University. The preliminary work that
led the writer into the igneous-rock field was a study of Mount Ascutney, Vermont, twenty years ago. The
fundamental problems in that small area are largely identical with those encountered outdoors during each,
succeeding field season. An attempt at their partial solution became more hopeful as facts were accumulated,
both from rocks themselves and from the literature of geology. The last decade has been specially prolific in
publications aEecting the philosophy of eruptive rocks. Many of these recent memoirs have described definite
proofs of vital principles which had been no more than suggested as possibilities during the preceding century.
The combination of established principles, new and old, has led to the following general explanation of igneous
activity. It is oEered as a working hypothesis, which may have value in helping to indicate the truly important
problems among the infinite number of those still unsolved. The history of science shows that it is generally
harder to ask a significant question than to answer an insignificant question; and that in the bettering of
working hypotheses the truth is approached. At intervals since 1897 the writer has published on special igneous-
rock themes. In a few instances the matter of such papers, aIer revision, has been incorporated in this book. In
preparing those original papers as well as the material here published for the first time, much assistance has
been given by colleagues in the...
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