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.strongly against the use of such hydrocarbons within a house,
or against the use of air-gas, which, as explained in Chapter I.,
is air more or less saturated with the vapour of volatile
hydrocarbons. Conversely, a combustible gas, such as
acetylene, may be safely carburetted by these hydrocarbons in
a properly constructed apparatus set up outside the
dwellinghouse, as explained in Chapter IX., because there
would be no air (as in air-gas) in the pipes, iVc., and a larger
escape of carburetted acetylene than of air-gas would be
required to produce an explosive atmosphere in a room.
Moreover, the odour of the acetylene itself would render the
detection of a leak far easier with carburetted acetylene than
with air-gas. 1 The nomenclature of the different volatile spirits
is apt to be very confusing. Benzene is the proper name for the
most volatile hydrocarbon derived fron coal-tar,...
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